SUMMER SCHOOL 2010 MODULE 3 – CHURCH ERA.
APOCALYPSE NOW?
[Slide 1]  “Our task is not to see the things other people do not see but to think things other people do not think about that which everybody sees.” Arthur Schopenhauer
INTRODUCTION
Pray.  [Slide 2] History repeats itself.  It has to.  No-one listens.  A fairly well-known rhyme that sums up what we’ve seen of the Bible story so far.  Cycle repeating cycle.  Remember Brian’s handout from week 1.  This week we move on from biblical times into church history, looking at what people in history have thought about salvation, and some threats to it; the heresies on Brian’s diagram.  We’ll also think about pictures of salvation in the Bible and elsewhere, and finish up with a little on “The End Times”.  Like last week, there will also be some questions!  Try to look back to themes from previous weeks and see their continuity, and anything new.  But also look forward, to see how these themes can help us today.

Let’s just recap.  [Slide 3] We’ve seen a faithful God establishing covenants in the Old Testament with Abraham, the Israelites and with David.  Note that each time God made a covenant it was a new one and brought a new picture of how God wanted to relate to his people.  There was the idea of Jewish salvation being established by God in the nation-state of Israel.  

But the exile to Babylon destroyed that idea so Jews began thinking in terms of salvation being liberation from their many oppressors through a combination of deliverers, Messiahs.  [Slide 4] The Essenes even thought in terms of separate prophet, priest and king.  

When Jesus arrived to fulfil the Law and Prophets, [Slide 5] he didn’t do it as expected, so he was killed.  But God raised him from death, he ascended into heaven, [Click] and sent the Holy Spirit on believers in a new way.  The church had started.  It had to think about who was “in” and who was “out”; [Click] an absolutely vital question for us tonight too.  God wanted the Gentiles included, which was a radical thought.  The church split from the Jewish faith and was [Click] persecuted because Christians refused to worship the Emperor as God.  There were many martyrdoms.  But the church also spread rapidly throughout the Empire.  [Click] However there was no immediate glorious return of Christ to establish the kingdom of God, as the very early Christians had expected.  So lots of big questions about God were being asked.  Does this sound familiar?  (History repeats…)
[Slide 6] This is our final summer school evening this year.  The reason for tonight’s title “Apocalypse Now?” is that the last book in the Bible, Revelation, is called “The Apocalypse” and it deals with the end of time, the final inauguration of God’s kingdom, the culmination of God’s work of salvation.  That’s surely the goal of the Christian faith.  And it’s obviously in the future.  Isn’t it?  That’s the reason for the question mark!  
As we go through this evening I want you to think about this slide.  You may remember I mentioned a phrase last week: “now and not yet”.  This is a pictorial version of it and it’s helped me a lot to understand the tension between God’s promises for a kingdom among us now, and the fact that we don’t see it yet!  We are living on the white, bottom line which will end when Christ returns in glory.  But we, as Christians, are also brought into the life of the new creation, the new kingdom, inaugurated by Jesus.  We also live on the top, yellow line which is just as real as the bottom one.  Our Kingdom, the kingdom of God, is in the yellow box.
Part 1: Histories and Heresies: Internal and External Threats [Don’t Click]
So, on to some church history.  I can’t deal with it all in one night you’ll be pleased to know!  There have been some very distressing episodes in church history, which many people throw at us to prove how bad Christianity really is.  [Click] But hopefully tonight we can highlight some events to show how gracious God is in keeping his covenants, especially the New Covenant, by constantly renewing his church.  After all, it’s HIS-story! 

[Slide 7] Christianity became the Imperial Roman religion in 313 under Emperor Constantine.  Significantly for Church history he founded a second imperial capital to Rome, in the new, Greek-speaking city of Constantinople.  It’s the modern city of Istanbul.  With Christianity as the State religion, persecution ceased and the church became respectably comfortable, almost compulsory.  Some Christians thought this a bad thing and sought a deeper faith by separating from society and living in the desert.  
[Slide 8] One of the earliest desert fathers was called Anthony, who retreated into the desert where he fought demons.  Interestingly he was not seen as a madman by the locals, but as part of their community, and they helped feed him.  Anthony fought spiritual battles on behalf of the community as much as on his own behalf.  This is an interesting view of community; perhaps today we tend to shun those who seem more “hyper-spiritual” than us, rather than accepting their part in the whole life of the whole church as much as ours.  We need to recognise salvation involves the whole community of believers, as much as individuals.  
It was from these early desert fathers that the monastic movement sprang.  The role of modern monks and nuns is to pray for the church and world, to fight spiritual battles on behalf of the church and society.  This is as much part of salvation history as any other.  To me it shows God working through the many parts of his body to bring healing and restoration to the creation, and to establish his kingdom rule in the whole earth.

[Slide 9] From early on, there had been people who questioned who Christ is.  Indeed the question of both the Jews and Pilate to Jesus had been “who are you?”.  After Easter these questions continued.  Some thought that there was a “secret” knowledge about God which you needed to have to be saved.  Others doubted either Christ’s full humanity or his full deity.  Some said he was just a good example to follow.  Once Christianity became a state religion the Emperor wanted to have answers to these questions about Jesus as the debates were really disturbing his citizens.  After all it affected their eternal destiny, which that was important!  What you really think and believe about Jesus is key as it affects how you live.  So the Emperor called a great Council of bishops from across the empire in 325.  It was held in Nicea and gave us what became known as the Nicean Creed, which is said by all Christians world-wide. 
Nicea was the first in what became a series of Councils designed to separate heresy, wrong thinking about God, from Orthodoxy, right thinking about God.  [Slide 10]  They had to know what was real, what was fake, and so do we.  The fake often looks so close to the real thing; can you tell? [click] Yet it’s vital we know the difference between real and fake Christian beliefs.  Those early bishops used prayer, scripture and the traditions of the earliest church fathers and apostles to discover God’s leading, not to dictate about God.  They argued a lot!  But, under God, they got there.  Dan Brown’s ‘Da Vinci Code’, which says Jesus was voted to be God by a narrow margin of a few bishops hundreds of years after Jesus’ life, is just plain wrong.  
We’ll look at some of those early heresies since many are still around today.  Don’t worry about the funny names or too much detail, it’s in the notes! [Slide 11] But first, time for a breather!  Stand up! Turn round!  BREATHE!!!!  Sit.  Now, on to those heresies:
Ariansim.  [Slide 12] Arius said Christ was not really God, but the first created being who then created everything else for God.  And Jesus didn’t really die on the cross.  There was a hidden knowledge which was necessary to get to full union with God.  [Slide 13] But if Jesus wasn’t God he had no power to save; if he didn’t really die and rise then we’re not saved.  And even though some things may be hard to understand, there is no hidden knowledge.
Apollinarianism.  [Slide 14] Apollos (not the one in the Bible!) said Christ was only partly a man.  But the Christian view is that if there is part of our humanity which Christ did not have when he suffered death for us, then that part of us cannot have been saved.  So Christ was fully human.  The verses on the slide are on your handout.
Docetism. [Slide 15] This philosophy said Christ was God and only appeared to be man so he cannot have really suffered, as he was God.  It was a bit like the Greek Gods appeared sometimes to be people but had only disguised themselves; they weren’t really human at all.  The reality is Christ was fully incarnate as man.  Otherwise we couldn’t be fully saved.
Modalism. [Slide 16]  Modalists didn’t get the Trinity.  I know many of us don’t either, but we don’t have to work it all out.  There’s much room for mystery in Christianity.  But Modalists wanted to work it all out and said that, since God is one God, he appeared as the Father, then as the Son, and then as the Holy Spirit at different times.  But scripture shows two or three persons of God acting at the same time, like at Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration.  Our Christian doctrine is of only one God who is three persons in one God.  This is not the same god as Islam’s Allah!  Don’t believe those who say all gods are the same.
Gnosticism. [Slide 17]  This arose from the Greek idea of separate spiritual and material worlds.  The spiritual world is good but the material world is bad and you must escape it by training and hidden knowledge, to be saved.  The Christian view is that all creation is good because God made it, that there is one creation containing both spirit and matter, and God will bring a new, real creation.  You don’t need anything extra to what God has revealed in Christ.
Marcionism. [Slide 18]  Marcion didn’t like the OT as he thought it showed a ‘vengeful’ God. So he decided to do without it.  He also cut out a lot of the NT that disagreed with his idea of Jesus as a loving, meek and mild saviour.  The trouble with picking-and-mixing scripture is, where do you stop?  Marcion effectively abolished any idea of final judgement and eternal damnation.  But you can’t avoid the difficult bits, they’re as much a part of God’s message as the bits we like.  Even the apostle Peter found Paul hard!  Don’t discard any of the Bible, read it all!
The early councils wrote down their answers to a lot of these questions to help people understand the faith better.  We call some of these writings the Creeds.  They were written, not to limit the faith but to counter heresy and to explain how salvation should be understood.  The emphasis was always on God’s grace and free gift of salvation rather than anything added or subtracted.  

[Slide 19] Some of these ideas may seem very strange to us.  But the question “Who is Jesus?” is still relevant today, and different people answer it differently.  You can see a lot of these old heresies around today so beware!  Can you think of any?  Each tries to add something to, or take something away from, what God has done for our salvation in Christ.  It’s really important that we know our faith so we can be strong in it and help others with it. [Click]  Turn to your neighbour and chat about modern ideas which you think might be heresies.  
OK, back to the history.  [Slide 20] You remember that there were two capitals of the Roman Empire, one in Rome and one in Constantinople.  Sadly, over time, the empire became polarised between the Greek east and Latin west, each with their own emperor.   There were many reasons for this, including the language, culture, and the sheer difficulty of maintaining contact in the ancient world.  In 410 Rome fell to the external threat of the Goths who followed the heresy of Arius.  This seemed like the end of civilisation, Apocalypse Now.  Of course it wasn’t.  But it meant the eastern Orthodox and western Roman Catholic churches developed very differently, even sometimes regarding each other as heretics.  There were many disagreements and reconciliations over the years, but one major problem was the idea of papal authority which is still so contentious today.  
[Slide 21] Around the fall of Rome, Jerome translated the Greek New Testament and Hebrew Old Testament into Latin, which became known as the Vulgate Bible.  Remember the idea of the Septuagint,  reaching the common people in their own language?  This continued that theme, of letting common people have access to the salvation message in scripture, since Greek was fading as a language known in the west.
Empires came and went, we saw that last week too!  But the gospel went on.  Both eastern and western churches sent missionaries to convert pagans – the message of salvation had to be preached to the whole world. [Slide 22]  One pair of eastern monks, called Cyril and Methodius, went to the Bulgars and found a willing audience.  However the Bulgars had no written language and so couldn’t read scripture in their own tongue.  So these two invented a whole alphabet, translated the scriptures and preached the gospel.  The alphabet’s called Cyrillic, after Cyril.  It’s the basis of the modern Russian alphabet.  How many good things in this world have begun with the Gospel!  Once again, the message of salvation was being made available and understandable. 
[Slide 23]  However the meteoric rise of Islam from the mid 600s seriously threatened the eastern church, first cutting off the important cities of Alexandria, Jerusalem and Antioch before even swallowing Constantinople in 1453.  Unlike the internal threats from heresy, Islam was an external threat to Christianity which caused a lot of discussion about who God is and how he saves people.  You see, the eastern church had begun to think like the Jews in terms of a kingdom of God on earth, with the emperor and patriarch as parables for God’s chosen king and priest, and Constantinople was a parable of the heavenly Zion.  What can we learn from the external threats to Christianity today?  What is the focus of salvation history?
While eastern Christians battled almost daily with Islam, the western church became powerful and bureaucratic, although many of the local clergy were ignorant and lazy.  There were several movements of God that tried to rejuvenate the western Church.  [Slide 24]  The Waldensian movement emerged in the late 1100’s after the Frenchman Valdes was impacted by scripture.  He had much of it translated into his local dialect, accepted poverty, opposed the doctrine of purgatory and started a preaching movement.   Although he failed to rejuvenate Catholicism he opened the message of salvation through faith in Christ alone to many of his generation and laid the ground for later movements like the Franciscans and Reformers.  

John Wycliffe [Click] initiated the first English translation of the Bible and opposed much teaching of the organized Church, which he believed to be contrary to the Bible. With the help of his followers Wycliffe produced dozens of English language manuscript copies of scripture. They were translated out of the Latin Vulgate, which was the only source text available to Wycliffe.  Jerome’s work was continuing!
Jan Hus was Czech. [Click] He also was impacted by scripture and found it hard to reconcile with the church’s teaching on salvation, which had become more about how to pay to avoid purgatory than about grace.  Hus’ church still exists today but, like Wycliff, he got burned at the stake for his insistence on scriptural authority and individual salvation through Christ alone.
Then people started studying the Bible in Greek and Hebrew, as well as Latin.  This disclosed some discrepancies in translation that had serious implications for some Catholic doctrines, like purgatory.  With the invention of printing it was easier to get new translations distributed and scripture became accessible to many more people than in Wycliffe’s day.
[Slide 25]  In 1517 a German called Luther also questioned Catholic dogma on salvation and purgatory.  He questioned particularly Papal Indulgences, and experienced the free grace of justification by faith alone.  In emphasising the personal relationship between man and God and the priesthood of all believers, Luther threatened the institutional Church.  This started what came to be known as the Protestant Reformation, where independently in Germany, Switzerland and England, people began to protest (hence Protestant) against the authority of the Pope, the abuse of spiritual power particularly in indulgences, and the lack of ability for common people to understand what Christ had done for them.  
The Protestants insisted on returning to the Bible as their sole authority, and in reading and preaching not in Latin but in the common language.  Where have we heard THAT before?  Protestants also developed methodical Bible study methods because they wanted lay people to educate themselves biblically and help renew the Church.  In a nutshell, they wanted their faith to become relevant and accessible.  These renewals continued with the Puritans, the Baptists, the Methodists, the Holiness movement, Pentecostalism and on into the House Church and Pioneer movements of today.  Look back to look forward; are there patterns here, and what can we learn? 
[Slide 26] You might, indeed you should, see all of these movements as the Spirit of God constantly seeking to renew the church internally.  But can anyone think of the dangers in allowing each individual to become an interpreter of the bible on their own?  Well, [Slide 27] it ultimately led to a wide variety of understandings, lack of accountability and a bewildering array of protestant denominations that we see today.  It can even lead to heresy as we saw in the early church.  There needs to be some authority within the church, and a real knowledge of our doctrines and history to avoid a lack of love and intolerance even between Christians.

As well as constantly trying to renew itself internally the western church has been fighting a succession of external secular threats over this time.  [Slide 28] There was the Renaissance (1300s-1500s), then the Enlightenment (1600s – 1700s), the Industrial Revolution and Darwinism, (1800s) then the rise of scientific rationalism, science as the bringer of all truth, in the 20th century.  They’ve all to some degree challenged the church.  I’ve called these “mankind’s bootstraps” as they encourage hope in mankind’s ability to improve himself, to save himself, to bring lasting change.  [Slide 29] While bringing lots of good things they all have an element of that story of the tower of Babel from Brian’s prologue, where mankind attempted to climb to the heavens by his own efforts and reach God.  We’re still trying to do it today; that story exists in the prologue to show why we need the rest of salvation history.  It’s useless to try to get to God by our own efforts, [Slide 30] yet the past 4000 years of history shows that mankind is continually seeking to do exactly that.  History repeats itself… There is no quick fix solution.  [Slide 31] The only fix is that provided by God, the lamb chosen before time!  But you probably need a quick fix of caffeine. [Slide 32]  15 minutes, and we’ll come back to all do some work!
2.  Pictures of Salvation
[Slide 33] Last week I asked you to think about your understanding of salvation.  But, as we come back together, let’s think about that, and how the Bible depicts salvation. 

[Slide 34] The central salvation theme of the New Testament is that Christ died for our sins to overcome our rebellion from God and restore our relationship with him.  On the cross, God himself in Christ took responsibility for the world’s evil and absorbed all sin and evil, and their consequences, into himself – like a black hole.  God was not punishing his son in order to avoid punishing his creatures, the cross was to stop us falling into the black hole ourselves. [Click] However that can be pictured in different ways.  [Slide 35] Here are some; victory, sacrifice, redemption, reconciliation, adoption and justification.  We’ll look briefly at each in turn.
[Slide 36]  Victory.  Christ was seen as a victorious warrior king, subduing enemies on a battlefield and particularly sin and the last enemy, death.  This was especially important for the martyrs in the early church.  It was also important early in the time when Christianity was the state religion of the Roman Empire, with its military emphasis. 
[Slide 37] Sacrifice.  We may be used to thinking of Jesus as a sacrifice for our sins.  But looking back to look forward; there were two main sorts of OT sacrifice: those covenant sacrifices dealing with belonging to God’s people, and those which dealt with sin and alienation from God.  The NT depicts Christ as both.  Passover and Atonement were covenant sacrifices to celebrate belonging to God.  Sin offerings were to restore broken relationship with God.  So Jesus’ sacrifice is not just about covering over our sin, but also about including us in God’s people.  And it was one sacrifice, once, for all. 
[Slide 38] Reconciliation has to do with relationships and includes justice on a wider scale.  Paul’s prime understanding of sin was not as a collection of individual bad acts but as a relationship of hostility towards God.  Look back; Adam and Eve’s first and key loss was loss of relationship with God.  That’s why rebellion is such a key OT theme, from Satan, through the nation of Israel, to individuals.  Christ’s death overcomes this hostility, this lack of relationship, between men and God.  This reconciliation is all at God’s initiative, it puts an imperative on us to share it with others and it spills over into all creation.
[Slide 39] Redemption.  This has a market place theme, a slave being set free by a ransom price, or an item restored to its rightful owner.  It’s about being saved from an awful plight or disaster, through a costly act by an intermediary to a new beginning and new quality of life.  Look back to Abraham sacrificing Isaac, to Anna’s prophecy over Jesus.  Jesus was born under the law to redeem those under the law.  So we’re ‘bought back’ from slavery to the law, we’re ‘bought back’ from fear, sin and death by Christ’s costly sacrifice, to a new status with God, which includes forgiveness of all our rebellious, sinful hostility to God. 

[Slide 40] Adoption into a family was a common practice among Romans, and meant that adoptees became legal heirs of the estate.  It was a big thing!  So it was a good picture to use for early Christians about their new relationship with God.  Since adoption’s about relationships you can see it dovetails well with the picture of salvation as reconciliation!  The NT concept of God as father is key here.  Salvation is about knowing you belong to God and his family, with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities that brings.  We can also look forward with eagerness, as we anticipate the inheritance of the coming kingdom of God.  
[Slide 41] Justification.  Law court language is used as a parable of salvation.  God is seen as the just judge of our sin and Jesus as our advocate, pleading our cause.  Jesus is also shown as a substitute, paying the penalty of our guilt.  Some have seen Jesus’ death, offered as a free gift, outweighing all the sins of humanity and therefore compensating for them.  But that’s to talk about balancing the scales of justice, to allow good deeds to outweigh bad ones, which is a works-based concept of salvation.  That devalues God’s grace, since justification is by faith in Christ alone.  Sin is not merely “balanced out” by Jesus’ good deed, it’s totally cancelled.  The consequence of sin is alienation from God, which is the most intense form of God’s wrath.  That’s what Jesus experienced on the cross, and it’s why Paul can say Jesus suffered the punishment of our sin.  The solution to sin is restoration of relationship with God, the relationship that God initiates in all his covenants with mankind.  This requires an advocate, Jesus.  That brings us back to the key covenant and relationship ideas again.  To be justified is to be in right relationship with God and right relationship with each other. [Slide 42]  A selection of several relevant Bible verses are in your notes.  (Pause)
[Slide 43] There are many other Biblical pictures of salvation and I’m sure you’ll have your favourites; a great banquet, global peace, no more death, or hell.  Justice for all, God living in the middle of his people. They are all inter-linked and amazingly adaptable to different cultures and different ages. [Slide 44]  BUT there are two dangers: 
· isolating them from each other and saying that one is the only valid idea, (Rom 3:24-25 has 3 metaphors in ½ a verse); 
· focusing on the picture and taking it too literally rather than concentrating on the underlying truth – ie to whom is a ransom paid – the devil?  Why is God beholden to satan?  NB NT doesn’t even ask the question “to whom is a ransom paid?”
[Slide 45] And now we’re in danger of losing concentration.  Time for a break and stretch.  And while we’re on the subject of Apocalypse Now, consider this version of the 4 Horsemen.
[Slide 46] So we’ve looked at Biblical pictures of salvation.  But what about salvation for people who aren’t Christians today?  How can we talk to them about it?  Remember the questions I asked you to consider last week, and see how they might apply to others.  There’ll be some pictures on the screen. What might salvation look like for the people in them?  How could we talk of God’s salvation in these cases today? You’ll have to pay attention as these pictures come quickly. [Slide 47]  OOPS!  [Slide 48 - 51] And what about these people? [Slide 52]  
The gospel has always found a way of being proclaimed in history that spoke to the people of that era.  Look back to look forward.  What ways can we find for today?  We live in an age of contradiction.  [Slide 53] Modern people believe in “scientific rationalism”, where only facts that can be “scientifically proved” matter.  Yet people also believe in “post-modernism”, where whatever you feel is good for you is right, there is no absolute truth, all ways to God (or not!) are equally valid.   What relevant pictures and metaphors can we use for ourselves and our neighbours?   Let’s split into groups for a few minutes and see if we can come up with ideas, pictures or parables about salvation that might be understood by modern non-Christians.  

Time to feedback.
OK, we’re almost at the end.  There’s one more point I want to cover, about the title of this session, “Apocalypse Now?”  We tend to think of the completion of God’s work being at the end of time, somewhere in the future.  And that’s true.  But is it the whole truth?
[Slide 54] Interest in the end times has never disappeared.  The Essenes expected it imminently.  Early Christians expected Christ to return soon after the ascension.  People wondered about the end of civilisation when Rome fell.  [Click] Because of the 1000 years prophecies in Revelation there was enormous interest and anxiety around AD1000 that the world would end then. [Click] The re-founding of the state of Israel in modern times has re-kindled this expectation in our own time, and popular books, like the Left Behind series, have capitalised on this.  There have always been so-called prophets predicting certain dates or times for Jesus’ return, [Click] but remember his insistent warning that even he didn’t know the time. 
[Slide 55] What’s the point of salvation?  As Brian said in our first session, salvation is about renewal, recreation.  We’re not going BACK to Eden, but forward into a new heaven and a new earth.  We’ll have new bodies, not ones that wear out. The wolf will lie with the lamb.  There’ll be no more crying and pain, no more slavery and captivity.  Death will be finally defeated in this new creation and life will flow out of God to all creation, like the pictures of the river in Ezekiel and Revelation.  All wicked things will be banished into the fiery lake. 

[Click] But there IS more.  The ultimate point of salvation, what all history is leading up to, is that God and man can be united in relationship for ever.  It’s God coming to dwell among his people; remember the Tabernacle in Exodus, Immanuel in Isaiah, Jesus living among us.  All these point towards God’s dwelling being with man in the new heaven and new earth of Revelation, which is the completion of salvation history.  It’s his heart’s desire to live with us!  Astounding!  So as we look back we can, we must look forward to that hope.  Don’t live in the past.
[Slide 56] So, Apocalypse to come, or Apocalypse now?  The answer is both!  Yes, the Apocalypse, the completion of salvation, is in the future.  But it was accomplished in the past and it’s also here now!  Christ cried “It is finished” on the cross.  The cross, the great turning point of ALL history, the completion of salvation history is with us NOW.  If you want a scripture that tells of our salvation being past, present and future, read 1 Pet 1:3-9 for yourself at home with the notes.  So we can and MUST live today with that sense of the future being present with us now, that “Now but not yet”.  This is a great distinctive of Christianity from other religions.  We have this sure and certain hope in the Spirit now.  It’s why we have to look back to look forward.  And it means we have to play our part in bringing God’s salvation to others now [Click] even while we wait for Jesus’ return when the prologue will end and the main story commence – HIS Story of salvation.  
[Slide 57] What’ve we seen in our 3 weeks?  What’ve you gained of “the Big Picture” of Salvation Brian talked of?  I hope you’ll have your own ideas.  Some of mine are in the notes:
· God created the universe, has a plan for its salvation and acts history.  
· History is HIS story of salvation

· Salvation is restored relationship with God (individuals and communities)

· Jesus Immanuel; his death and resurrection the key to salvation. 

· Cycles of sin, salvation and silence.

· It’s OK to ask big questions of God, and not to have all the answers.

· The Spirit is constantly working, renewing and recreating.

· Many covenants and faith renewals came through individuals.  You matter! 
· Our understanding of God’s salvation plan needs expanding.

· Community of faith through history - don’t struggle with hard stuff alone. 
· External and internal threats - Church countered these in the past; so can we now.
· Our invitation to share salvation with those around us in their language.
· Salvation covers past, present and future, there’s more to come!  
[Slide 58] Look back to look forward.  This is the story of Emmanuel.  Like our God, this is the story that was, that is and is yet to come.   This is the history of which we are part, HIS-story of salvation.  This is our sure and certain hope.  This is the faith of the Church.  This is our faith.  Let’s live it!

Worship. 
1 Pet 1:3 We HAVE been given new birth so our inheritance is in heaven.  v5 salvation is yet to come. v9 we are receiving the goal of our faith, the salvation of our souls in the present.  Salvation is past, present and future.  It truly is “look back to look forward”.  Immanuel!  
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