SUMMER SCHOOL 2010 MODULE 3 – CHURCH ERA.
APOCALYPSE NOW?  Notes
“Our task is not to see the things other people do not see but to think things other people do not think about that which everybody sees.” Arthur Schopenhauer

Recap
Old Testament covenants: eg Abraham, Israelites via Moses, David.  Cycles of behaviour.
After Exile salvation seen as deliverance from oppressors.

Messiah / Saviour / Deliverer.  Different interpretations of the prophets.

Essenes: 3 Messiahs – prophet, king and priest.
Jesus fulfilled all these expectations, all the Law and Prophets, but was killed.  
God raised him from death, he ascended into heaven, 
Holy Spirit sent upon the believers; start of the church.

Question of Gentiles:  “Who is in, who is out?”  (Still applicable today!)
Split from the Jewish faith.

Persecution and martyrdom.  
No immediate return of Christ.  
Part 1: Histories and Heresies: Internal and External Threats 
History repeats itself.  It has to.  No-one listens.  Steven Turner
Constantine: Christianity state religion in 313.  Constantinople founded.  Persecution ceased.  

Desert Fathers seeking deeper spirituality.  
· part of community 
· fought spiritual battles -> Monastic movement

· how do we treat the seemingly “hyper-spiritual”?  
HERESY  Mat 7:15
· Key Question:  Who is Jesus?  

· Orthodoxy (right belief) : Heresy (wrong belief)

· Councils of the Church to discover, not dictate.  First at Nicea 315.  ->  Creeds. 

Ariansim.  
· Christ not God, but first created being.   Jn 17:20-22

· Jesus didn’t die on cross.  Rom 15:1-3, 12-23; 1 Cor 15: 1-5, 12-20; 
· Hidden knowledge necessary for full union with God.  Rom 1:18-20, 1 Cor 15:3
Apollos.  
· Christ only partly man.  
· Any part of humanity which Christ did not have cannot have been saved.  1 Cor 15:20-21.

Docetism.  
· Christ only appeared to be human so didn’t suffer on the cross

· Christ was fully incarnate  1 Tim 2:5, 3:16;  Mk 15:44-45;  Rom 4:25; 2 Jn v7
Modalism.  
· God is one God, so not Father, Son, and Holy Spirit at same time.  Eg Mat 3:16-17, Mk 9:7; Jn 12:27-29; Gen 1
· Led to doctrine of Trinity: one God who is three persons.  This is not the same as Islam!
Gnosticism.  
· Greek dualism, separate good spiritual and bad material worlds  Gen 1.
· Escape material world by training & hidden knowledge Rom 1:18; 1Cor 15:3; Rev 21:1-4
Marcionism.  
· Vengeful OT God so discarded OT.  Ex 34:6-7; Jer 31:3; Heb 13:8; 

· Edited NT apart from loving, meek and mild Jesus.  2Tim 3:14-17; Rev 21:18-19

· Abolished final judgement and eternal damnation.  Mat 23:33, 25:31-46; Rev 20:11-15
Creeds to counter heresy, not to limit or bound the faith.

Old heresies exist today.  Which do you know of?
Polarisation of Greek east (Constantinople) from Latin west (Rome).  Fall of Rome in 410. 

Differences still exist between east (Orthodox) and west (RC), esp Papal authority.

Jerome:  Latin Vulgate from Greek NT, Hebrew OT.
Cyril and Methodius, Orthodox missionaries.  Invented Cyrillic alphabet for outreach
Rise of Islam from mid 600s.  
· External threat especially to eastern Orthodox church.  

· Caused great debate about salvation.  
· Church thinking like Jews: kingdom of God on earth parallel to heaven.

· Lessons for today’s church?
Roman Church renewals and challenges:
· Peter Valdes 1140 – 1218: France.  Waldensians.  

· Translated scripture into his local dialect, 
· Accepted poverty, 
· Opposed the doctrine of purgatory
· Started a preaching movement.   
· Prepared the way for later reformers eg Francis and Luther

· John Wycliffe 1320-1384: England
· First Bible translation into English 
· Manuscript copies from Vulgate

· Opposed much Church teaching contrary to the Bible. 
· Jan Hus 1372 – 1415: Czech republic.  
· Moved by simplicity of scriptural salvation and scriptural authority

· Opposed church’s teaching on purgatory in favour of individual salvation through Christ
· Studies of Greek and Hebrew Bible -> discrepancies from Latin

· Implications for Catholic doctrines esp purgatory.  
· Printing press -> scriptures accessible to many

Protestant Reformations

· Martin Luther: Germany 1517 questioned Catholic dogma on salvation and purgatory.  
· Experienced the free grace of justification by faith alone.  
· Emphasis on personal relationship with God and priesthood of all believers, 
· John Calvin: Switzerland

· Archbishop Cranmer: England

· Bible as sole authority
· Reading and preaching in common language not Latin.  
· Bible studies to educate lay people biblically 
· Principles still apply today; a relevant and accessible faith 
Cycles of renewal instigated by Holy Spirit: Puritans, Baptists, Methodists, Holiness movement, Pentecostalism, House Churches, Pioneer movements.  Patterns and lessons?
Western church combating: 
· Renaissance (1300s-1500s), 
· Enlightenment (1600s – 1700s), 
· Industrial Revolution and Darwinism, (1800s) 
· Scientific rationalism (1900s)

· Tower of Babel syndrome 

2.  Pictures of Salvation
Central NT theme: Christ died for our sins, to open a way for us to God 

· Christ absorbed all sin and evil on the cross 

· God in Christ took responsibility for world’s evil.  

· God not punishing his son in order to avoid punishing his creatures. 

Different ways to picture this.

Victory – Christ as victorious king, subduing enemies sin, death.  
· Important for early martyrs
· Important for military emphasis of Romans

· 1Cor 15:54-57; Col 1:13; 1Jn 5:4; Rev 19:11-21
Sacrifice – two sorts of OT sacrifice: 
· Covenant relationship offerings:

· Passover  Mk 14:24; 1 Cor 5:7; 1 Pet 1:19

· Atonement  Heb Ch 9 & 10

· Sin offerings:  Rom 3:25; 8:3; 2 Cor 5:21

· Jesus’ sacrifice not just to cover our sin but also to include us in God’s people
· One sacrifice, once, for all.  Heb 9:25-28

Reconciliation – Relationships, justice.  
· Sin not a collection of individual bad acts 
· Sin a relationship of hostility towards God - rebellion a key OT motif since Gen 3

· God’s initiative & Christ’s death overcomes the hostility between God and all creation.  
· We are to be reconcilers since God has reconciled us to him. 

· Rom 5:8-11; 2 Cor 5:14 – 6:2;  Col 1:19-20
Redemption - market place, ransom price.  
· Saved from a plight or disaster, 
· through a costly act 
· by an intermediary 
· to a new beginning and quality of life.  
· Rom 7:14; 1Cor 6:19-20; Gal 3:13-14; 4:4-7; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14; Heb 9:15; 1 Pet 1:18-19

Adoption –  into God’s family.  
· Common Roman practice among Romans, 
· Adoptee became legal heir, anticipation of inheritance.  
· Key NT concept of God as father.  
· Salvation is about knowing you belong 
· Rom 8:14-16, 23-25; Gal 4:4-7; Eph 1:5

Justification – law court language
· God as just judge, Jesus as advocate

· Jesus as substitute, paying the penalty of our guilt

· Not about balancing scales of justice, but about sin’s effects being cancelled

· Consequence of God’s wrath is alienation not retribution.

· Solution is restored relationship with God achieved through Christ’s advocacy.

· Rom 3:22-26; 4:25; 5:18f; 8:1-4; 2Cor 5:21

Other Biblical pictures of salvation include: 
· banquet (Ps23, Is, parables), 
· global peace (Isaiah), 
· God’s reign as universal king acknowledged by all nations, 
· no more crying, no more death, or hell.  
· Justice for all, 
· healing for all nations (and individuals).  
· God living in the middle of his people (Rev).  
· People being just with each other (Zacheus).  Etc etc etc
BEWARE, two dangers: 
· isolating the pictures of salvation and concentrating on one 
· focusing on the picture too literally rather than the underlying truth
Salvation for today
Our context: an age of contradiction.  
· Scientific rationalism 

· Only facts “scientifically provable facts” are real. 
· Science has disproved religion

· Post-modernism 

· whatever feels good for you is right, 
· no absolute truth, 
· all ways to God equally valid.  
How do we communicate a Gospel of salvation today?
“Apocalypse Now?”  The End Times. 

Continued interest in and speculation about the Apocalypse through the ages.  

Jesus didn’t know the time of his return.    Read all Mat 24 & 25, esp 24:36 

Aims of salvation.

· Renewal, recreation, of everything

· No return to Eden, but a new heaven and a new earth etc.  

· Justice and freedom

· Defeat of Death

Ultimate Aim of salvation:

· God living with mankind in renewed relationship 

· Immanuel, God with us

The NOW and NOT YET
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Salvation is past, present and future, Christian distinctive     eg 1 Pet 1: 3-9. 

· v3: we HAVE been given new birth & already have an inheritance in heaven.  

· v5: salvation yet to be fully revealed.  

· v9: we are receiving the goal of our faith, the salvation of our souls in the present.  

Summary:

· God created the universe, has a plan for its salvation and acts history.  

· History is HIS story of salvation

· Salvation is restored relationship with God (individuals and communities)

· Jesus Immanuel; his death and resurrection the key to salvation. 

· Cycles of sin, salvation and silence.

· It’s OK to ask big questions of God, and not to have all the answers.

· The Spirit is constantly working, renewing and recreating.

· Many covenants and faith renewals came through individuals.  You matter! 
· Our understanding of God’s salvation plan needs expanding.

· Community of faith through history - don’t struggle with hard stuff alone. 
· External and internal threats - Church countered these in the past; so can we now.

· Our invitation to share salvation with those around us in their language.

· Salvation covers past, present and future, there’s more to come!  

History = HIS-story.  Sure and certain hope.  Faith of the Church.  Our faith.  Live it!
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As Christians we live in the present age, the bottom line, and the age to come, the top line.  Through the Spirit our future hope is present with us now.
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