SUMMER SCHOOL 2010 MODULE 2 – NEW TESTAMENT.
LOOK BACK, LOOK FORWARD 
Exile to Easter, Pentecost to Persecution: Notes
Recap
The prologue to the story of God’s initiatives and actions in history.  
Good news in the midst of disaster

Covenant with Abraham as turning point; lambs, mountains and sacrifices.  

Nation = people + governance + land

New Covenants:  Torah/Law in Exodus & priests; 
     Kings from David’s line.  
Prophets to challenge.

Repeated cycle of    sin… servitude… supplication… salvation… silence.  
Exile 

Look back to look forward
Section 1: Exile to Easter – From the Old to the New
Exile in Babylon.  Crisis of faith – development of synagogues

· Bible studies, prayer.  
· Law of Moses: circumcision, food purity, Sabbath.  
· Sacrifice of praise and worship.  

Return from Exile.  New Temple, same old worship?  
Alexander the Great (356 – 323 BC) – Greek language and culture

Septuagint  (around 250BC), Alexandria, Egypt. 

· Hebrew scriptures.  Good comparison to Dead Sea Scrolls and today’s Bible.  
· Everyday language, Greek.
· Missionary tool.
Maccabees.  
· Religious purity in multi-cultural age.  
· Parallels, or not, with today?

Jewish thoughts on the Messiah:  
· suffering servant, conquering king, bringer of universal peace?  
· individual, several people, the whole people of Israel?  
Jewish Groups:

A.   Sadducees, 

· Believed only the 5 books of Moses.  
· No life after death; salvation only for this life. 
· Powerful, conservative and political appeasers
B.   Pharisees.  
· Believed whole scripture; salvation only by keeping whole Law.

· Life after death and a bodily resurrection. 
· Structure of detailed rules around God’s Law – fear, works not grace
C.   Essenes 
· Separatists – need for strict ritual purity.

· Salvation after “Last Battle”.  
· Three Messiahs; prophet, king, priest (most important)

D.   Zealots
· Guerrilla movement
· No ruler but God.  
Think about these groups.  What tendencies do we have to distort God’s salvation?
Romans (63 BC).  Transport infrastructure.
Herod the Great
· Herod Antipas in Galilee, 
· Philip in Samaria 
· Archelaus in Judea & Jerusalem.  
· Replaced by a Roman procurator.  
· Pontius Pilate 26 – 36AD.

Prophecy:  

· Silence since Malachi; no “prophet like Elijah” (Mal 4:5).  
· People faithful but God’s response?   sin…servitude…supplication… salvation… silence.  
· Yet prophetic hope still alive.
· Looking back, at God’s past actions, to look forward to how we should act NOW.  
· “Now but not yet” (Bishop Tom Wright).  
Section 2: Exile to Easter - Gospel appears in flesh – and disappears.

The silence breaks.  Angelic announcement of two babies.

· Zechariah/Elizabeth/John the Baptist parallel to Abraham/Sarah/Isaac.  Look back…

· Mary/Jesus’ birth to a virgin, a new thing.  Look forward…  
Jesus’ presentation: Simeon and Anna look back to look forward.  
God’s salvation for Jew AND Gentile.  Lk 2:29-32; 38.
John the Baptist like Elijah. (Malachi 4:5).  PREPARE!”  
Is God silent for you?  What might it take to get excited again about God’s salvation gift?  

God’s Salvation will be a new creation reinstating all that was lost. 
John 1:29  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the world’s sins.

· Abraham and Isaac (Gen 22)
· Moses and Passover (Ex 12)
John 1:14.  The word became human and DWELT (made his home) among us.  
· “Living in tents”:  Exodus tabernacle.   (Num 2)
· Immanuel, God among us.  (Is 7:24; Mt 1:23)
What other pictures from the Old Testament can you see in the Gospels?

Salvation through faith in One Man, a new Adam.

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  1 Cor 15: 22
Transfiguration hope of a glorious kingdom.     

Instead, crucifixion, death.

So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided" Genesis 22:14 [NIV]. 

But this time there was no lamb provided by God as a substitute for the first-born Son….
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect, chosen before the creation of the world.  1 Pet 1:20 
Christ is the mediator of a new covenant in his own blood.  Heb 9:12-15
We can enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, a new and living way.  Heb 10:19-20
Death is a necessary part of salvation. (Mk 10:33; Lk 12:50)  
How might we see our own deaths in light of this?
Ascension and the Disciples’ view of salvation: 

· Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom? (Acts 1:6).  

· Salvation = nation = people + land + governance   OR:
· Salvation = prophet + priest + king… = Jesus = God.   
Section 3:- Pentecost to Persecution.
Waiting game – for God’s initiative.  Acts 1:4
Pentecost  in Acts.  

· Disciples looked back to the prophets, scripture, salvation history to verify experience.  
· Religious persecution from Jewish authorities

· Spread of Christianity - Greek language, Roman transport system

· Incorporation of Gentiles, breaking down barriers:   Acts 15,  1Pet 2:9
Paul 

· Sin as rebellion against God 

· Salvation as restored relationship with God
· Salvation extends to all people (Rom 10:11-13; Gal 3:28; 5:6) 

· Salvation extends to all creation (Rom 8:19-21)

New Testament 
· Looks back at the Old Testament  (eg Heb 11; 1 Pet 1:10-12)
· Interprets OT in terms of Jesus’ life.  
· Looks forward to salvation as kingdom of Jesus over all creation.
Go-Between model:

· God   :   Kingdom of priests (Israel)         :   rest of nations           Ex 19:5-6

· God   :   Kingdom of priests (Christians)  :   rest of creation        1 Pet 2:9; Mat 28:19-20
Periods of state persecution – refusal to worship the Emperor.
· Destruction of Jerusalem temple AD70 

· Christian new covenant in Jesus’ blood (1 Cor 11:25;  Heb 8:8, 12:24).  
· No need for Temple.

· Separation from Jewish religion at Jamnia AD90.
Christian expectation of Jesus’ early return (Acts 1:11;  1 Cor 15:24;  2 Pet 3:10)

Yet God’s timing is not ours (Rom 5:6;  2 Pet 3:8,9)
For next week:
· How wide is your vision of God’s salvation?  
· How does it affect your life, and those of the people around you?  
· How is your story becoming part of HIS-story?   
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