SUMMER SCHOOL 2010  -  LOOK BACK, LOOK FORWARD 
MODULE 2: Exile to Easter: Pentecost to Persecution
Introduction. 
[Slide 1] Last week we heard from Brian about the big picture of God’s grace and man’s disgrace.  We heard key themes of prologue and story; a God who acts in history and good news in the midst of disaster; of turning points; of covenants and lambs; of mountains and sacrifices; of kings and prophets.  Of the need to look back to look forward.  
This week’s aim is to give the big picture of salvation history from the Exile up to about 100AD, including the NT.  Hence it’s called Exile to Easter, Pentecost to Persecution.  I’ll overlap a little with what Brian said for continuity’s sake, but try to see the big picture, not the local one, and look for themes from last week, as well as anything new.  The hand-out has space for notes and answers to questions for you to take away and that we’ll ask tonight.
Section 1: Exile to Easter – From the Old to the New 
[Slide 2] So, Brian told us about the Jews in exile in Babylon, in a crisis of faith and asking big questions about God.  They’d understood God’s salvation as being the fulfilment of his covenants to Abraham and David through the three mainstays of their faith; [Slide 3] kingship, temple and land.  Yet the kingship had been destroyed, the temple obliterated with all sacrificial worship, and the land totally lost.  [Click] Even though prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah, were holding out hope of a new covenant the Jews still had big questions for their God.  How could God’s covenants be fulfilled now?  How could God be worshipped and sins forgiven? [Slide 4]  What might “salvation” have looked like for those Jews in Babylon?  Just shout out some ideas.
[Slide 5] What happened was that these Jews in Exile started to gather in groups to read scripture, to discuss it, and to pray together.  They also maintained as much of the Law of Moses as they could, such as circumcision, food purity and the Sabbath.  They gradually started to think that if they couldn’t worship with animal sacrifice then they would offer a sacrifice of praise and worship.  Many of the psalms were written around the time of exile and you can see that theme running through them.  Indeed you can still see it in our Communion service today!  
These groups were the start of the synagogue movement and it meant that people other than just the Levite priests could be involved in teaching and leading worship.  So it was a key development; [Slide 6] do you remember Brian told us God’s original intention for all the Jews to be priests, a go-between for God and the nations?
Eventually, as Brian said, the Persians allowed some Jews back to Jerusalem where they re-built the temple, and worshipped in the old ways. But there were also Jews in the rest of the Empire with their synagogues.  Both groups tried to maintain racial and religious purity while working out what God’s covenants meant for them.  [Slide 7] Meanwhile the Persians fell to the blitzkrieg of Alexander the Great (356 – 323 BC).   But there was still no independent Jewish kingdom under Alexander, so no covenant fulfilment.  
But Alexander left a key legacy.  He was a philosopher as well as a brilliant general and believed Greek culture was the pinnacle of civilisation so he spread a cultural unity across the eastern Mediterranean area. [Slide 8]  The Greek language and Hellenistic culture became international, and this lasted until well into the Roman age, and even beyond.   This predominance of the Greek language was a key factor in the spread of Christianity and all our New Testament documents were originally written in it.  

When Alexander died his empire was carved up into four blocks: Egypt, the big Seleucid [Slide 9] Empire in the east, the Kingdom of Pergamon in Asia Minor, and Macedon. The peculiar, difficult bit in the middle included Jerusalem, which was ruled by a chap called Selucius.  Jerusalem was difficult, as we’ll see!  But first a little excursion to Egypt.
[Slide 10] Around 250BC there was an important development in Alexandria, a city in Egypt that figured later in the Church’s life.  Although the actual history’s not clear, a group of Jewish scholars produced something called the Septuagint which was translation of the Jewish scriptures into Greek.  It’s important for several reasons.  

[Slide 11] [Click] Firstly it’s a record of the Hebrew scriptures as they were seen then. [Click] The only other Hebrew texts that old are the Essene Dead Sea scrolls from Qumran, which range from about 250BC to 70 AD.  No other Hebrew texts exist until about 980 AD.  It’s worth noting the Dead Sea Scrolls are about 95% the same as those of 1000 years later, so don’t believe people who say the scribes must have introduced errors when copying!  The 5% differences are not of major importance.  

[Click] Secondly the Septuagint was written in the common language of the day.  Remember that after the Exile there were Jews all around the world; many of them would speak Greek but not Hebrew.  So the Septuagint helped them to understand their own culture and faith.  

[Click] Thirdly there was a desire amongst some Jews that their scripture, and the covenant promises of God, should no longer be kept to the Jews.  Because of the Hellenistic multi-cultural, international environment many non-Jews became interested in Judaism.  Some converted fully, the “proselytes” mentioned by Jesus.  Others accepted the Hebrew scriptures as their moral guide, and these were known as “God-fearers”, like the centurion Cornelius in Acts.  So the Septuagint became a missionary tool; God’s message of salvation in everyday language.
[Slide 12] Now the Greeks believed that all local gods were merely variations of their own gods.  So they found it easy to accept a multi-culturism among the many different races.  It’s similar to today when people say “all paths lead to the same God”.  Even though the Jews found this unacceptable they were left alone.  Until, that is, a descendant of Selucius, called Antiochus Epiphanes IV, entered Jerusalem and put a statue of Zeus in the Temple.  He also banned the Sabbath, circumcision and reading the scriptures.  [Slide 13] Do you see any parallels with us today?  There’s space in the notes for comments.
The Jews rose in outright rebellion under a priest called Mattathias, and his five sons, the Maccabees.  The most famous was Judas Maccabeus.  [Slide 14] Within three years the Jews had kicked out the Selucids and established an almost independent state governed by the High Priest and based on their religious laws.  But with no king.  So no covenant fulfilment.  Read the books of the Maccabees in the Apocrypha, between OT and NT, for the full fascinating story.  But interestingly there’s no direct reference to God speaking.  This independent state lasted for only about 100 years before the Romans annexed it in 63BC.   So what was going on?  Had God deserted the Jews again, or had they deserted him?  The Jews continued to wrestle with their faith.  You’re probably wrestling with your concentrations so [Slide 15] stand up, stretch and sit down.

Over this period Jewish thinkers continued to develop their understanding of the prophets who spoke of the coming of God’s kingdom, the fulfilment of God’s covenant promises to Abraham, Moses and David.  [Slide 16] But what did the prophets mean by a this?  A Messiah?  An anointed one?  Could they learn to understand the prophets in a way relevant to their own situation?  It might help them explain and live with the seemingly unfulfilled prophecies about the kingdom of Israel and the universal rule of God promised by the prophets. 
But who, or what, was this Messiah?  There were different ways of interpreting the scriptures.  [Slide 17] Brian mentioned that even from the prophecies of Isaiah it was not clear whether the Messiah would be a suffering servant, or a conquering king, or a bringer of universal peace.  [Slide 18] The Messiah might be an individual, or several people, or the whole nation of Israel, it wasn’t clear!  As the Jews struggled with this, several strands of thinking emerged which were well established in Jesus’ day.  [Slide 19]
[Click] The Sadducees, descended from the Levite priests, believed the kingdom of God would only come when the Jews fully obeyed God’s requirements of the Sinai covenant.  Thus the only part of scripture worth believing was the five books of Moses called the Pentateuch.  The Hebrew word for this is Torah, which means covenant.  This is what’s meant when Jews or the Bible talk about The Law.  But these books don’t mention life after death, so the Sadducees concluded it didn’t exist.  That’s why they were sad, you see?  So their idea of salvation had to be purely in this life.  They were a small group but became very influential in Jesus day.  They disliked change of any kind and, in Jesus’ time, were not at all interested in any kind of politics that might upset the Romans.  Basically they were appeasers.
[Click] Next were the Pharisees.  They arose from the common people who wanted to follow Torah Law and the rest of the Hebrew Scriptures.  They were thoroughly devout.  Many were truly good people.  They believed the whole Hebrew scripture contained promises of life after death and bodily resurrection.  However they thought God’s salvation would only come if they kept the whole Sinai Law.  So, out of fear of breaking it they built a whole structure of further detailed rules around it.  To be a Pharisee, and to know all these rules, for many became ultimately more important than knowing and understanding the will of God himself.  They forgot it was about grace, about God’s initiative not theirs.  Even the Sadducees hated them for fencing the Law in such a complex way.  Remember that when reading the Gospels!
[Click] The Essenes were a strict group of almost monastic Jews who believed they were the chosen of the chosen.  They lived in desert communes apart from the rest of Jewish society to keep themselves ritually pure.  They probably arose from the followers of the Maccabees and believed they were the sons of light who would battle against the sons of darkness in the last days, when God would come to claim his faithful people and bring in his kingdom.  They concentrated on apocalyptic literature like Daniel and expected scripture to be fulfilled by [Slide 20] three Messiahs; a prophet as foretold by Moses and Malachi (see last week!), a king descended from David, and a priest, who would be the most important.  In some senses they had it right, but just hadn’t joined all the dots…
Salvation = prophet + priest + king
[Slide 21] A final group, the Zealots, arose as a guerrilla movement at about the time of Jesus’ birth.  Jesus had one among his twelve apostles. Their prime aim was to drive out the Romans since they could have no ruler but God.  And they would use any means available.  
In their own way, all these groups were concerned with bringing in God’s kingdom, the universal reign of God, as they understood it.  But each group missed the mark, sometimes in very key areas.  Their own actions came to matter more than what God might do.  It was as if the kingdom of God, which had become the same as the earthly kingdom of Israel in their thinking, mattered more than God himself.  In some way they all distorted that sequence of Brian’s “belong, believe, behave”.  [Slide 22] Compare these groups to our modern denominations.  Do we have tendencies to distort God’s salvation? Would you be a Sadduccee, a Pharisee, an Essene or a Zealot, or a mixture?
But while the Jews were busy contemplating their religious navels there was another change of government [Slide 23], the Romans defeated the Greeks.  They inherited a Greek-speaking [Slide 24] world and set about unifying it in another way – by transport.  They built good roads all over their empire so that messengers and the legions could travel across it quickly, another important thing for us to note.  By the time of Christianity there was a common language, Greek, and an excellent Roman transport infrastructure to allow the rapid spread of the faith.  Truly God is Lord of the nations!  At the right time Christ appeared (Rom 5:6; 1Pet1:20).
The Romans assumed control of Jerusalem and its territories in 63BC.  It was a hotbed of trouble on the outskirts of their empire, and continued to be so for 100 years.  It needed strong control.  In 37 BC they appointed a half-Jewish puppet king to take charge.  He was Herod the Great and he was a megalomaniac.  He built huge structures at tremendous cost to his people.  He thought nothing of murdering members of his own family.  He started rebuilding the Temple yet he who murdered the baby boys in Bethlehem because some travellers from the east, and his own religious experts, had told him a new king had been born there...
[Slide 25] When Herod died his kingdom was divided among his remaining three sons, Herod Antipas in Galilee, Philip in Samaria and Archelaus in Judea, including Jerusalem.  The first two appear in the Gospels.  The latter only lasted 10 years before being replaced by a Roman procurator.  The procurator we know best was Pontius Pilate who was there from 26 – 36AD.

[Slide 26] During all this time there had been no prophetic voice since Malachi, about 400 years before.  There had been many people following God as well as they thought, as Brian highlighted from Mal 4:4.  There had even been some so-called Messiahs who had come to sticky ends.  But there was no “prophet like Elijah”, from Mal 4:5. Despite the apparent faithfulness of the people, the Jews hadn’t got their independence, their king or their land.  The old cycle seemed to be repeated.  God wasn’t coming in clouds of glory to zap their enemies.  Where was God?   Once again Jews thought about what their prophets had meant.  
[Slide 27] The trouble with prophecy is that it isn’t merely about the future; it’s certainly not fortune telling.  Brian talked about this last week.  Prophecy is more about challenging our existing lifestyles against God’s standards of love.  In a sense it’s looking back, at God’s faithfulness in his past actions, to look forward to how we should act.  Prophecy is about reinforcing the hope of God’s presence among his people NOW.  It’s about what it means to be God’s people in a fallen world and to call others to meet with God.  As part of that the prophets described their vision of the kingdom of God.  It would be a time when the wolf would lie with the lamb, when all would be peaceful and harmonious, when God would dwell in his holy temple in the middle of his people in Jerusalem, and all kingdoms of the world would acknowledge God as the only God and the Jews as his chosen people.  [Slide 28] The problem is that this is at a time in the future, but it’s also about now.  It’s what Bishop Tom Wright of Durham has called “The now but not yet”.  We’ll come back to that phrase.
The Jews were called to be a witness to the nations of God’s kingship, love, faithfulness and mercy.  They were called to be different to those around them because they had God.  And they didn’t quite get it right.  The Jews in Jerusalem, and the Jews dispersed throughout the empire, had turned into an exclusive club and tended to shut people out rather than allow them the grace to join in.  They’d forgotten their call to be a light to the nations.  I wonder if there are any parallels with the Church in that?  

As the years turned from BC to AD, the Jews continued to ponder their faith and their God.  [Slide 29]  We’ll continue by pondering coffee and, as you do, ponder the question: [Click]  “What do you think “salvation” looked like for the Jews in first century Judea?” Back in 15.
Section 2: Exile to Easter - Gospel appears in flesh – and disappears!
[Slide 30]   So, what ideas do you have about what salvation meant to the ordinary first century Jew in the long silence of God? sin… servitude… supplication… salvation… silence…
An announcement!  An announcement from… God!  And another!  God is back in business.  Angelic announcements of not one, but two babies to be born in impossible situations. [Slide 31]   Luke’s story of the birth of John the Baptist seems to look back to the birth of Isaac to barren Sarah and Abraham.  What does this say about God’s covenant and his faithfulness? [Slide 32]    And Jesus’ birth to a virgin, is a new thing, echoing the Isaiah prophecies yet looking forward to their fulfillment.  But the shepherds were told a Saviour had been born. Just one, not three…

Jesus’ presentation in the temple fulfilled the requirements of the Mosaic Law.  It resulted in two more prophetic announcements, from Simeon and Anna.  These prophets “look back to look forward”.  They recognised the arrival of God’s salvation in this baby.  And NOT just salvation for the Jews, but for Gentiles also.  That wouldn’t have sat well with many Jews of the day, yet it’s a faithful reflection of God’s past promises.  And Anna’s statement shows salvation has to do with redemption.  That’s a term from the market place to mean being bought back – like from a pawn shop.  Goods, rightfully the owner’s, are restored to him.

But then we have more silence.  For one who claims to be active in his creation God seems to be good at silence. sin… servitude… supplication… salvation… silence.  [Slide 33] Until John the Baptist appeared, dressed, eating and speaking like Elijah.  Remember the Malachi verse Brian gave us:  “Elijah will appear before the GREAT and TERRIBLE Day of the Lord”.  The historic promises of salvation history, which had seemed so empty, were kicked-started again by this new prophet: “Listen, the kingdom of God is VERY NEAR!  Salvation is almost upon us!  PREPARE!”  

Next Jesus appeared.  Both John and Jesus quoted Isaiah as they started their missions.  This is the “Look back – check it out!” that got the Jewish folk excited about God again.  [Slide 34] I wonder if you feel as if you’re in one of those periods where God seems silent?  If you are, what might it take to get excited again about God and his salvation gift?  Think about that for a moment.  Write something in your notes.

This announcement of salvation is necessary before any miracles occur; so often we wish it was the other way around.  God’s salvation is not merely about miracles, but rather about restoring God’s order and rule, recreating and renewing what has been distorted by evil and sin.  Healings and miracles are only part of that.  There’s much more!  Remember from Brian, [Slide 35]  God’s Salvation will be a new creation reinstating all that was lost.   At the very least!
What else in the gospels encourages us to look back at God’s faithfulness?  There are many things, but I’ll mention a couple of Brian’s themes. [Slide 36]  John 1 shows Christ as the Lamb of God.  This is not a term used before in the Bible, yet it’s a clear reference to both Abraham with the sacrifice of Isaac, and Moses with the Passover.  The lamb was used as a substitute in both cases, to save Isaac and the first-born sons.  So John’s looking back to God’s covenants of faith and Law in order to say “look forward to the new!”  

One more picture from John 1.  [Click] The word DWELT among us.  This word DWELT is about living in tents and so looks back to God living among his people in the tabernacle of Exodus, and in the Temple in Jerusalem.  This sense of God among us, God with us, Immanuel, is crucial to understanding salvation.  [Slide 37] God moved around the desert during the Exodus and the people followed his leading.  When they got to Canaan the people pinned God down into the Temple.  He was God of the universe, but his people no longer moved at his beck and call.  I wonder if there are parallels for us there?  But here is Jesus, Immanuel, the invisible God made visible.  John is saying “The one greater than Moses is here at last” God is active in his people and moving around among us!   What’s he going to do?
[Slide 38] I’m not going to recount the gospel stories, you know them well.  But it’s clear the disciples hadn’t understood God’s purposes for the salvation of creation.  They were constantly misunderstanding Jesus, even when he was being very clear about his forthcoming betrayal and crucifixion.  That’s a huge relief to me I must say!   Yes, the disciples were continually looking back, but not forward: “Lord, will you RESTORE the kingdom now?”  “No, I’ll create a NEW one!”  

[Slide 39] The gospels are about one man Jesus, the new Adam, coming to relieve the burden of sin and break the power of death and Satan.  It was so much more than any of the Jews had thought.  It went so much wider than just going back to the old ways.  

[Slide 40] At the transfiguration God confirmed Jesus’ position as his son, and sealed it with visions of Moses, representing the covenant and priesthood, and Elijah representing the prophets.  From here it should all be onwards and upwards, into the new kingdom!  God has said it!!

But it was all down-hill. [Slide 41]  Betrayal, humiliation, scourging and crucifixion.  The end.  Silence.  And darkness.  sin… servitude… supplication… salvation… silence…[Slide 42]  death. The promise had gone, hope had disappeared.  It was worse than the loss of the temple again for those few disciples.  Fear and grief – a bad mix!  Jerusalem was on the Mount of the Lord, the same place Abraham sacrificed Isaac.  But this time there was no lamb provided by God as a substitute for the Son….[Slide 43]
This is the key part of the gospel narrative, the turning point.  Brian’s turning point last week was Gen 12.  All before had been prologue.  In a sense, all scripture, including the gospels, leads up to the crucifixion, the turning point and absolute apex of salvation history.  

Yet during his ministry Jesus had been blowing apart all the Jewish understandings about God.  He preached a salvation of the here-and now, of justice for the poor, release for the captive, healing for the sick and sight for the blind.  He’d been seen with sinners and Gentiles, with collaborators and the “unclean”.  But he didn’t refrain from preaching a coming judgment either.  He’d tried to get people to look further than their preconceptions.  To look for a kingdom of God which was not merely based on the land or temple.  He wanted them to see the new temple in his body, and his claim on their lives as their king.  Indeed he claimed to be God.  Jesus had blown apart the bad, unimaginative theology, the thin and rigid theology of all sectors of Judaism, the Sadducees, the Pharisees, the Essenes and the zealots.

[Slide 44] So, just as Jesus had blown apart contemporary Judaism, God blew apart even more.  He blew apart death.  He raised Jesus from the dead.  I know we know this, but it’s so easy to just skate over it.  Let me just say it again.  God blew apart death.  Astounding.  How great a salvation!  [Slide 45] Exile to Easter, it was a long wait – it was no quick-fix solution.  In fact it was a very long term plan, Christ was the lamb chosen before the creation of the world.  God had planned this rescue bid, this salvation, from before time.  

The Veil of the Temple was ripped open and tombs opened at Jesus’ death.  The Holiest place inside the Temple was empty, there was no ark of the covenant there to represent God’s presence among his people.  [Slide 46] No, now there was a new way into God’s presence. But it’s important that Jesus didn’t come back to life from death, he went forward to a NEW life through death.  It shows that death is not the end.  Rather death is a necessary part of salvation.  So often we fear it, shun it, avoid talking about it.  But I’ll say it again: death is a necessary part of salvation.  And it’s a salvation even more than we could have imagined! [Slide 47]  I wonder how we think of our own deaths in light of this?  There’s a q on the h/o to take away.
God’s salvation is here, now, at last. Jesus was the Lamb provided for us. [Slide 48] But even after the resurrection the disciples still didn’t get it!  They kept asking Jesus: “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?”  They were still thinking in terms of salvation in the old ways, as people + land + governance” even after the greatest event in history!  They hadn’t quite got the equation: Salvation = prophet + priest + king… = Jesus = God.  [Slide 49]  They’d so much more to learn, and Jesus seemed so willing to teach them. (Acts 1:3)

But then he’s gone.  Ascended into heaven.  Was this to be another silence from God?  We know the answer but the disciples didn’t!  Jesus had given them the same command that God had given the Jews, to demonstrate God’s faithfulness to all nations, all creation.  But how was that to happen?  Well, the disciples’ thinking and prejudices had to be stretched.  [Slide 50] And so do we.  So stand up, stretch. SIT.  

Section 3:- Pentecost to Persecution.
[Slide 51] I wonder what you would have done if you’d been a disciple?  It seemed Jesus wanted more from them – and it involved?  Actually it involved waiting.  For God.  Again, we must look back, to Brian’s talk, where we learned that it’s all God’s initiative.  So the disciples waited.  But they didn’t do nothing.  They elected a new apostle to replace Judas which tells me they had faith for something more to come, even if they didn’t know what it was or how it would look.  They waited together and in hope for God to take the initiative.  

And he did. [Slide 52]  The Holy Spirit was poured out in great power and abundance.  We know the story of Pentecost as well as we know the gospels.  We know how the disciples looked back to the prophets to check out this new experience.  How they used the salvation history of the Jews in scripture to start to look forward to the next chapter in the story, turning history into HIS-story.  

Yet it still wasn’t the end.  As the gospel message of salvation spread in the power of the Holy Spirit, it came into conflict with other elements of Judaism.  The message that Jesus was God, was blasphemy to the Jews so religious persecution started.  Acts tells how this caused the gospel to spread wider than Jerusalem and the Jews.  God had prepared for this.  Remember that there was a common language, Greek, and great transport infrastructure in the Roman Empire.  The story of Acts is of God’s salvation plan for all mankind, for all creation, spreading out rapidly and reaching into the very heart of the Roman Empire itself, using the very structures Rome had put in place to govern itself! 

But God had to change the early church’s thinking about salvation.  [Slide 53] Cornelius’ story showed conversion to Judaism was no longer necessary to have a relationship with God.  God had moved out of the camp, like he used to do in the Exodus.  It was up to the people to follow.  Some, like Peter and Paul, did.  Some didn’t.  In Acts 15 the church leaders had to discern God’s will in radical new ways by reaching agreement with the Spirit.  This altered drastically the whole Church’s understanding of who was ‘in’ or ‘out’.  What God had meant by Abraham being a blessing to the nations was becoming a little clearer.  

And this salvation was about a restored relationship with God.  The apostle Paul never understood sin as being merely a collection of bad deeds but rather a whole lifestyle that resulted from severed relationship with God. Sin is about rebellion against God’s rule, as in Gen3.   [Slide 54] Salvation is about Christ’s incarnation, death and resurrection which overcame that hostility and separation between God and men.  It means too, the barriers between all people were broken down.  And this extends to all creation! God had taken the initiative again and written yet another new covenant with mankind that was even more gracious than any of the others.

The epistles in our New Testament are the result of the apostles trying to get their churches to understand that salvation is about a life transformation that goes beyond barriers of race, riches, prejudice and status.  No longer were Jews the sole “Kingdom of priests” with the occasional convert being allowed in. [Slide 55] The Go-Between idea had grown bigger.  There were many who opposed this gospel, or tried to distort it, and we’ll think about some of these issues next week. [Slide 56]  But the thrust of the New Testament is to look back at the Old and interpret it terms of Jesus’ life.  It shows how God had planned to deal with the enemies of sin and death from before the creation of the universe.  And it looks forward to the new kingdom where Jesus is king and all creation is restored under God.  Look back to look forward.  

The New Testament is also a call to endurance in the Christian life, in face of difficulties and persecutions.  It’s a call to become mature in the faith, which requires effort.  It’s a call to be part of the continuing story of God working out salvation for the whole of creation, and we must be certain that we do, each of us, have a part!  
The initial period of the Church, up to 100AD, had sporadic times of persecution and relative peace for Christians.  There was one big bust-up in Rome between Jews and Christians, around AD50, when Claudius expelled all Jews (including the Jewish Christians) since they were rioting over someone called “Chrestos”. [Slide 57]  The troubles got worse; Emperor Nero persecuted the early church ruthlessly, between 64 and 68, as did Domitian, between about 80 and 90AD, since Christians refused to worship the Emperor as Lord and God.  
The Jews still hated the Romans and the zealots wanted freedom in a repeat of the Maccabees era.  Open rebellion broke out in Judea in 68AD.  [Slide 58] However the Romans razed Jerusalem and totally destroyed Herod’s Temple.  They finally wiped out the last clan of zealots at Masada in 70AD.  [Slide 59]  As at the Babylonian exile, with the Temple gone and the people scattered, Jews were left wondering about their salvation, about their Messianic expectations.  This time the Jewish Christians had already started to re-think this in terms of a new covenant written in Jesus’ blood [Slide 60], so there was no need for the Jerusalem Temple.  The brilliant book of Hebrews, which was probably written just before the temple’s destruction, talks a lot about Jesus as a new kind of high priest, like Melchizedek in the Abraham story; look back to look forward.
The final break between Jews and Christians came around AD90 at the Jewish Council of Jamnia, where the “Nazarenes”, the followers of Jesus’ “Way” were excommunicated from Judaism.  Many Christians were martyred after this time, hence our title of Pentecost to persecution.  
One other thing is worth mentioning here.  During this early period there was a great expectation that Jesus would return in glory [Slide 61]  in the immediate future and finally bring in the kingdom of God.  That would be the culmination of salvation history and all the earthly kingdoms, primarily Rome, would become subservient to Christ.  Christians would be vindicated, persecution would end and all would be peace and light, at least for the elect!  Outer darkness, wailing and gnashing of teeth for the rest of course…  Yet it became clearer with passing time that this was not part of God’s immediate salvation plan; Jesus had NOT returned in glory.  Once again God’s people had to learn that God’s timing is not our timing!  People had to start thinking again about what the scriptures meant, (Rom 5:6; 2Pet 3:8, 9) and what God’s purposes for his church and creation were. [Slide 62]  Do you hear echoes of earlier parts of the history, HIS-story, here?  God doesn’t save us in the way we expect so we have to think again.  [Slide 63] And that’s part of next week’s story.

Next week is the final session, “Apocalypse Now?”  For next week, it would be good to think again about what you understand by salvation; [Slide 64]  how wide is your vision of God’s actions?  How does it affect your life, and those of the people around you?  How is your story becoming part of HIS-story?   Again, look back to look forward, to the teaching of the great prophet Brian, and see if you can tease out an answer.  Or two.  Or more…

Prayer & worship.
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